
 

   

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER II 2017

NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Readers,

The next FEMM committee meeting will take place on Tuesday 21 November and it will be
a double session. From 9.30 to 11.30 we will have our regular Committee meeting, and
from 15.00 to 18.30 we will have an Inter-parliamentary Committee meeting devoted to
combating violence against women at the national and EU level. We will also have two
joint committee meetings, on 22 November with INTA and on 28 November with LIBE.
As you can see, in the next few weeks we are going to deal with topics related to Gender
Equality in the Media Sector, the next MFF, and fighting gender-based violence which will
be supported by diverse hearings and workshops.
However, I would like to especially draw your attention to the Inter-parliamentary
committee meeting which will pave the way for the upcoming International Day for the

elimination of Violence against Women in March, which will centre on the Istanbul Convention, by assessing the implementation of the
Convention at both the EU and national levels. The ICM will be comprised of 3 panels, each addressing an important element of the
implementation process. The first panel will discuss the ratification and monitoring of the Convention, the second will outline the 4 Ps
(Prevention, Protection, Prosecution together with the implementation of integrated Policies) in practice and how member states tackle
gender-based violence, and the third will look in more depth at the path from an EU signature to EU accession to the Convention. I am
happy to say each panel will be graced by distinguished experts in the field of gender equality and gender-based violence, which I am
sure will lead to an interesting debate, in which national parliament representatives will also have a unique opportunity to participate.
Violence against Women is of course an issue which affects us all and it is vitally important that the current signature to the Istanbul
Convention does not remain mere lip-service but develops into a fully ratified and implemented policy throughout the EU.
Stay with us and follow our meetings via the Webstream!

 

 

 

 

21 NOVEMBER

Gender Equality in the Media Sector in the EU - Consideration of draft report

As recognized already by the Beijing Platform for Action, the relationship between women and the media is crucial
to achieving equality between women and men, as seen by two relevant strategic aims: participation and access of
women to media and new technologies and a balanced and non-stereotyped portrayal of women in the media. In
this draft report the rapporteur, Ms Michaela Šojdrová (EPP, Czech Republic), analyses the state of affairs in the
media sector in terms of gender equality in view of both strategic aims. The focus of the assessment is the extent
to which women are currently represented in top positions in media industry as well as the nature of state or
company policies and measures put in place for the purpose of improving the industry's gender balance. The
rapporteur also looks at good practices observed in Member States and issues specific recommendations for the
advancement of position of women in the industry.
 

Link to the procedure
 

 

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/common/banners/2016_directorate_c_femm_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2210%28INI%29


Recommendation to the Council on the EU priorities for the 62nd session of the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women - Consideration of draft report

The priority theme of the 62nd UN Commission on the Status of Women will be “Challenges and opportunities in
achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls”.
The co-rapporteurs, Ms. Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (ALDE, Spain) and Ms. Angela Vallina (GUE/NGL, Spain) will
present their draft report, which addresses a series of recommendations to the Council on the EU priorities for the
62nd session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 
 

Commitments stemming from the Beijing Platform for Action, the Sustainable Development Goals and European
Treaties need to be read in conjunction, so as to ensure gender equality and non-discrimination. The draft report
recalls that Article 14 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women addresses
the specific needs of women in rural areas.
Link to the procedure

Fighting gender-based violence - Exchange of views with a Delegation of 
Parliamentarians from Morocco

The meeting fits in the framework of the African week, launched by the President of the European Parliament. The
FEMM Committee will hold an exchange of views with a delegation of Moroccan Parliamentarians with the aim to
intensify the relationship of the European Parliament with its Moroccan counterpart. One of the main topics to be
discussed will be the progress in the fight for the elimination of violence against women.
 

The Istanbul Convention: combating VAW at national and EU level - Inter-parliamentary 
Committee meeting

Following the tradition to celebrate the International Day for the elimination of Violence against Women, the
Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality proposes this year to bring together European and
National Parliamentarians around the theme: "The Istanbul Convention: combating violence against women
at national and EU level"
The aim of the inter-parliamentary Committee meeting (ICM) is to assess the state of the ratification and
implementation of the Istanbul Convention at the EU and national levels and how it is being monitored by
GREVIO.
The event is taking place in a year that the EU is especially devoting to prevent and combat violence against
women. The signature by the EU of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence
against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) has been the major milestone of 2017 in the
common task of fighting gender-based violence.
Link to the Event

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2194%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/events-nationalparl.html?id=20171109MNP00201


22 NOVEMBER

Gender equality in EU trade agreements – Consideration of amendments (jointly with 
INTA)

Research has shown that trade and investment agreements have different effects on men and women, and
countless studies have clearly demonstrated that trade is not a “gender neutral” policy area. The aim of the co-
rapporteurs, Ms Malin Björk (GUE/NGL, Sweden) on behalf of FEMM and Ms Eleonora Forenza (GUE/NGL, Italy)
on behalf of INTA, in the draft report is to present concrete recommendations on what the EU could do to ensure
that trade policies reflect gender equality objectives. The document is structured into three pillars dealing with
general considerations and objectives; sector specific considerations an objectives; and actions needed at EU
level. 339 amendments have been tabled.
Link to the procedure

28 NOVEMBER

The European Protection Order (EPO) - Consideration of the draft report (jointly with 
LIBE)

The EPO Directive was initiated by a group of twelve states and came into force in January 2011. This judicial co-
operation tool is based on the principle of mutual recognition, which means that protection orders issued in one
Member State have to be recognized and enforced in another Member State. One of the main challenges in the
application of this instrument is to ensure that the protection of victims is not hampered by the diversity of national
measures. The draft implementation report whose co-rapporteurs are Ms Jiménez Becerril (EPP, Spain) on behalf
of FEMM, and Ms Soraya Post (S&D, Sweden) on behalf of LIBE, includes a general assessment of the
implementation of the directive and recommendations to improve it, general recommendations relating to gender-
based violence and proposals for a coherent EU legal framework protecting victims.
Link to the procedure

Next Committee meeting: Monday 4 December 2017, from 15.00 to 17.30

Contact the editor:
FEMM secretariat: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
FEMM website : www.europarl.europa.eu/femm

 

 

   
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2015%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2016/2329%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/femm
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